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The Confucius Temple
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The Taipei Confucius Temple was constructed with the donation of
this city’s prominent personalities, Messrs. Ku Hsien-jung and Chen
Pei-Ken.  Additional constructions established from 1927 to 1955
enlarged it to the present scale. The Temple occupies an area totaling
4,165 ping (148,204 square feet) with buildings taking up 1,400 ping
(49,816 square feet). The style of the construction refers to that of the
original Confucius Temple in Chufu (Confucius’ native town in Shangtung)
while models after that of the temples in the counties of Chang and
Chuan. Majestic and magnificent, serene and solemn, it compares
favorably with the Confucius Temple in Tainan.

The Temple includes the Ta Cheng Hall, Chung Sheng Shrine, Right
and Left Wings, Gate of Rites, Ling Hsing Gate, Road of Righteousness,
Gate of Propriety, Pang Kung (eastern side gate), Hung Men (western
side gate), Pan Chyr, Ming Len Hall and the high surrounding walls.
In 1971, the descendants of the two gentlemen, Messrs. Ku Chen-fu and
Chen Hsi-ching, basing on the recognition that the reverence of Confucius
and the advocacy of Confucianism was a matter of the country rather
than a Family, donated the Temple to the government. The Taipei City
Government took it over with the approval of the Executive Yuan. In
July, 1972, the Taipei Confucius Temple Administrative Committee
was established under the Department of Civil Affairs of the Taipei
City Government.
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The Confucius Temple’ — houses the tablets of Confucius and
virtuous Confucian scholars. The latter generally refers to those
intellectuals whose moral rectitude matched their scholastic achieve-
ments. From being a mere virtuous man to being a sage is very difficult.
A sage possesses not only great wisdom, but also high integrity and
morals. He can tolerate what others can not, achieve what others are
unable to. Poverty can not debase him; riches can not debauch him
and force can not bend him. He continues the learnings of the sages
in the past generations and establishes a peaceful world for the
generations to come. He is content to die in the evening if he has
learned truth in the morning. Such a sage stands out conspicuously
from among the common people. He is the elite of the human beings,
the gem of the whole country and the whole world. He is the initiator
of history. He always stands firm amid adversities.
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i The tablet for Ta Cheng Chih Sheng
I\ Hsien Shih-Confucius. Above is a
tablet with four characters “You
| Chiao Wu Lei” (Teaching without
any discrimination) by the late
| president, Chiang Kai-shek.
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The Taipei Confucius Temple houses 186 tablets in all. The Ta

Cheng Hall houses the tablets for Confucius, the Four Lesser Saints (Yen
Hui, Tseng Sheng, Tzu Ssu and Mencius ) and the Twelve Wise Men (Min
Sun, Jan Jung, Tuanmou Ssu , Chung Yu, Po Shang, Yu Jo, Jan Keng,
Tsai Yu, Jan Chiu, Yen Yen, Chuan Sun Shih, Chu Hsi), 17 in all. The
Chung Sheng Shrine is devoted to the consecration of Confucius’
ancestors and other sages. The Shrine houses 15 tablets. On both sides
before the Ta Cheng Hall are two buildings io: the consecration of Con-
fucius’ disciples and outstanding Confucian scholars. There are 154
tablets (on the east, there are 40 tablets for the wise men and 37 for the
Confucian schoiars; on the west side, there are 39 tablets for the wise
men and 38 for the Confucian scholars.)
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No inscriptions on the columns, doors and windows — No in-
scriptions, scrolls or verses can be found on the columns, doors or
windows in the Taipei Confucius Temple. The whole place appears to
be noble and elegant. Such elegance and noble appearance not only
indicates one’s restraint from “showing off his writings in the presence
of the Master (Confucius)” but also signify Confucius’ philosophy of
practical realization. He stressed teaching by setting examples rather
than by words.
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Stone columns — Even from the most pragmatic point of view,
the Taipei Confucius Temple is a very valuable possession. Take the
stone columns of the Temple for example. The stone was imported
from Chuan County in Fukien. It is a kind of white granite. Each stone
column, by current estimation, is worth several hundred thousand
New Taiwan dollars. And there are 110 such columns. No other
Confucius Temple in Taiwan has that many columns.
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The Sky Pillars — There are two cylindrical ornaments called “sky
pillars” over the roof of the Ta Cheng Hall. There are two popular
legends about the origin of these pillars. One says that they were
established by Chu Hsi when he was the magistrate of the Chuan
County in the Fukien province and built a Confucius temple there. The
pillars are established to support the sky, and only Confucian morals
are powerful enough to do this. The other legend dates to the time of
the First Emperor of Chin Dynasty. During a campaign to burn all
books and suppress learning, many scholars hid their books in chimneys
to save them from being destroyed. The pillars simulate those chimneys.
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The High Surrounding Walls
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The high surrounding walls — The Temple is surrounded by high
walls. One who enters the Temple must go through the Hung Men
(western gate) or Pan Kung (eastern gate) and then passes through Li
Men (Gate of Propriety) or Yi Lu (Road of Righteousness). This
signifies that no one in the old Taipei area (including the present day
Taipei City, Keelung City, Taipei County, Yilan County) became a
Chuang Yuan (a title for the top successful candidate in the imperial
examination). According to the old custom, only a Chuang Yuan is
entitled to enter the Temple through the front gate for making con-
secrations. It also signifies that a scholar must study hard in order to
achieve success. This is meant to encourage scholars to excel. The
term “the high surrounding walls” has its origin in Lun Yu (the An-
alects). In Lun Yu, there is one passage on a person’s admiration of
Tzu Kung (one of Confucius’ disciples). The person says that Tzu Kung
can match his teacher. And Tzu Kung answers, ‘“Let me use the com-
parison of two buildings. The wall of my building only reaches to the
shoulders; one has only to look over and he can see all that is valuable
in the apartments. But the wall of the Master’s building is hundreds
of feet high. If one does not find the door to enter by, he can never
see the treasures of art and the glory of the men that are in the holy
temple. Perhaps, however, there are few men who have found the
door.” Therefore, the high walls indicate the profundity of Confucius’
knowledge and wisdom. There is no short cut for any one who wants’
to follow him. The only way is to enter the Hung Men or Pan Kung
(ancient schools) to study the proprieties. In this way, one may get the
chance for a peep at the profundity inside the high walls.
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The owls were moved and stopped to listen to the teaching
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Owl — The owl is quite fierce in its nature. It was originally one
of the fierciest birds. It goes out to prey on birds, rats in the night.
And when it grows up, it eats its own mother. Therefore, an owl is
regarded as a bird of bad omens. However, there goes a legend about
the owl. It says that when a flock of owls flew over the place where
Confucius was teaching, they were moved and perched to listen to the
teaching. The owls on the roof of the Ta Cheng Hall exactly illustrate
the all encompassing characteristic of Confucius. He teaches without
any discrimination.
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Chih Wen — On the roof ridge of the Ta Cheng Hall, Chung Sheng
Shrine, Gate of Rites, Ling Hsing Gate, there are clay figurine of
animals with dragon heads and fish tails. Such an animal is called
“Chih.Wen”. The sculpture has its origin in Han Dynasty. At that
time, fires often broke out in the palace. It was said that there was a
kind of small dragon in the sea called Chiu Wei. It looks like a Chih.
When it disturbs the sea, it will rain. Therefore, the sculpture of this
animal was decorated on the roof ridge in order to avoid fires. Such
practice was very popular in the Six Dynasties and the Tang Dynasty.
But after the Sung Dynasty, it came to have a dragon head and a fish
tail. The Confucius Temple imitates the style of the palace and temples
in the Sung dynasty. Therefore, there are dragon-headed, fish-tailed
Chih Wen on the roof of the Taipei Confucius Temple, fourteen in all.
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And the garden in the Taipei Confucius Temple is also very
valuable. There are luxuriant trees and beautiful flowers, matched by

the classical buildings. Such place and such scenery make one feel
serene and inspire reverence. It brings one’s thoughts back to the past.
[t is the most beautiful garden one can find in any of the Confucius

Temples.
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Memorial service for Confucius on his birthday — The birthday of

Confucius falls on September 28. The government designates this day
as the Teachers’ Day. The Taipei City observes the classical rites for
the memorial ceremony and holds the ceremony at six o’clock in the
morning. For the ceremony, the Taipei Mayor acts as he principal
consecration officer, the director of the Department of Civil Affairs
acts as the inspector of the ceremony and the Speaker of the Taipei
City Council, the directors of all branches of the Taipei City Govern-
ment act as secondary consecration officers; the principals of the high
schools and vocational schools together with the chiefs of the 16 districts
of this city act as accompanying consecration officers. And the Pre-
sident appoints the Interior Minister to offer buring incense on behalf of
him. More than one thousand people, including the diplomatic corps,
foreign guests, senior citizens attend the ceremony. It has great effects

on the propagation of the Chinese culture.
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A biographic sketch of the Confucius, the Four Lesser Saints
and the Twelve Wismen

Confucius was born on Sept. 28, 551 B.C. in what is today’s
Chufu County in Shantung and died in 479 B.C. After a successful
public service career in his native state of Lu, he spent 13 years touring
the various states in the then known world in a futile attempt to present
his idea of statesmanship to the ruling monarchs. He returned home at
the age of 68 to devote himself to scholarship. Some 3000 people
studied under him at one time or another. Among them 72 were
regarded as accomplished scholars well-versed in the socalled “Six
Arts” — etiquette, music, archery, horsemanship, calligraphy and
mathematics.

Confucius is generally acknowledged as the greatest educator,
philosopher and statesman in Chinese history. The essence of his
political philosophy is jen, which may be loosely translated as “be-
nevolence.” Jen is to be put into practice through loyalty and magna-
nimity.

The greatest achievetnent of Confucius as an educator lies in his
promotion of popular education. Until his time education had been the
special privilege of the nobility. It was his idea that every body re-
gardless of his background should have access to education.
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Confucianism. enriched by his disciples in the succeeding genera-
tions, was elevated to the status of a quasi-state religion during the
reign of Emperor Wu in the Han Dynasty. The great sage has been
honored by rulers and the people of China ever since.

The Four Lesser Saints

Yen Hui (513-482 B.C.), alias Yen Yuan, was 30 years younger than
Confucius and was his foremost student. Intelligent, diligent and vir-
tuous, he was the master’s favorite disciple. Although living in grinding
poverty, he never complained. When he died at the age of 32, Confucius
mourned aloud: “What a penalty Heaven has meted out for me!”

Tseng Sheng (505-436 B.C.) was 46 years younger than Confucius.
Diligent and inquisitive, Tseng was known for his filial piety. Like Yen
Hui, he was poor. He was not so bright but was able to grasp thorough-
ly the essence of his great master’s teachings. His disciples contributed
greatly to the compilation of the Confucian Analects.

Tzu Ssu (492-431 8.C.),"alias Tzu Ssu, is the grandson of Confucius.
He was born in 492 B.C. and died in 431 B.C. Studying under Tseng
Sheng, he became a great Confucian scholar. His Doctrine of Mean is a
major philosophical work of the Confucian school.

Mencius (371-289 B.C.), alias Tsu Yu, lost his father when he was a
child. His mother moved three times to protect her young son from
bad influences. Lager on, he took lessons under Tzu Ssu. He authored
the boqk named after him. An advocate of democracy and benevolent
rule,he was against the use of force. He held the view that man is born
good, and that good education can turn everybody into a saint.

The Twelve Wise Men

Almost all the Twelve Wise Men, with the exception of Chu Hsi, The
twelve are:

Min Sun (536-497 B.C.), alias Tzu Chien. He is known for his
filial piety.
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Jan Jung (522483 B.C.), alias Chung Kung. Like his teacher. he
held public posts in the state of Lu.

Tuanmou Ssu (520-456 B.C.), alias Tzu Kung. He is one of the
best known among Confucius’ students. Eloquent and highly intel-
ligent, he served as prime minister in two states.

Chung.Yu (542481 B.C.), alias Tzu Lu. Known for his bravery
and filial piety, he readily admitted his mistakes when they were
pointed out for him. He died trying to save the king of Lu during a
coup d’etat.

Po Shang (507420 B.C.), alias Tzu Hsia. He was a man of letters
and a poet.

Yu Jo (518446 B.C.), alias Tzu Yu. He advised people to pay
greater attention to self-cultivation than outward appearances. He
believed that only when the people are wealthy and contented can a
country become strong.

Jan Keng (544-505 B.C.), alias Po Niu. A man of great virtue, he
also had a public service career in the state of Lu. His premature death
was greatly mourned by his master.

Tsai Yu (520-481 B.C.), alias Tzu Wo. A public official in the
state of Chi, he was renowned for his eloquence.

Jan Chiu (522462 B.C), alias Tzu Yu or Jan Yu. A modest man,
he was a man of many parts and a skilled administrator.

Yen Yen (506443 B.C.), alias Tzu Yu. A public official in the
state of Wu, he taught the people music and etiquette. He was also
a literary man. -

Chuan Sun Shih (503-446 B.C.). A very handsome man, he was
a learned scholar and very capable. His fault lies in his inclination
to make radical statements.

Chu Hsi (1130-1200), alias Yun Huei or Hui An. A great scholar
of the Southern Sung Dynasty, Chu was the founder of the Neo-
Confucian School.
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REETEEXFH

Name Alias Birth & Death Date | Age
Confucius Chung Ni 551-479 B.C. 73
Yen Hui Yen Yuan 513—482 B.C. 32
Tseng Sheng Tsu Yu 505—436 B.C. 70
(Té‘)‘n S(s:]fu) Tzu Ssu 492-431BC. | 62
Mencius Tsu Yu 371-289 B.C. 83
Min Sun Tzu Chien 536—497 B.C. 40
Jan Jung Chung Kung 522483 B.C. 40
Tuanmou Ssu Tzu Kung 520456 B.C. 65
Chung Yu Tzu Lu 542481 B.C. 62
Po Shang Tzu Hsia 507—420 B.C. 88
Yu Jo Tzu Yu 518—446 B.C. 73
Jan Keng Po Niu 544-505 B.C. 40
‘Tsai Yu Tzu Wo 520—481 B.C. 40
Jan Chiu Tzu Yu or Jan Yu 522462 B.C. 61
Yen Yen Tzu Yu 506—443 B.C. 64
Chuan Sun Shih | Tzu Chang 503—-446 B.C. 58
Chu Hsi Yun Huei or Hui An 1130 — 1200 71
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